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Tiwo metu kai didesnéje Europos dalyje Baznycios istorijos tyrimy/rasymo tradicija
vystési be didesniy pertrikiy, dél politiniy aplinkybiy Lietuvoje lygiai puse XX
am#ziaus jie beveik nevyko. 1odél natiralu, kad nepaisant tam tikry pastangy juos
argaivinti per pastaruosius du desimtmecius, Baznycios istorija Lietuvoje tebéra
ankstyvojoje stadijoje. Daugiausia démesio skiriama Saltiniy paieskai ir jy publika-
vimui, lieka daugybé visiSkai nenagrinéty temy, triksta aktyvesnés komunikacijos
su tarptautine Baznycios istoriky bendruomene. Naujq postiimj Siai istoriografijos
krypciai galéty suteikti Lietuvos krikicionéjimo istorijos integravimas i platesnj
europing kontekstq, drgsesnis atsivérimas kitur vykdomy Bagnycios istorijos tyrimy
teminiam, probleminiam ir metodologiniam diskursui. Remiantis tokia prielaida,
ilgai buvo brandinama idéja Vilniuje surengti Baznycios istorijos problematikai
skirtq tarptauting moksling konferencijq. Platesnés akademinés diskusijos poreikj
sustiprino ir pries astuonerius metus Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademijoje vykes
tarptautinis seminaras, kuriame buvo nagrinéjamos Baznycios istorijos problemos
Baltijos salyse XX amziuge.

2011 m. rudenj pagaliau pavyko jgyvendinti sumanymaq iSplésti dialogo su
kolegomis uzsienyje rémus geografiniu ir chronologiniu atzvilgin. Rugséjo 22-23 die-
nomis Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademijoje jvyko konferencija ,, Baznycios istorija
nuo Romos iki Vilniaus: iSikiai kriksGionybei nuwo Ankstyvyjy Naujyjy laiky iki
Siy dieny . Renginio kokybés garantu buvo kelios svarbios prielaidos. Visy pirma,
konferencijos praneséjai reprezentavo skirtingas tyrimy tradicijas ir geografines Zii-
ros perspektyvas: Vakary Europos (Italija, Vokietija, Didzioji Britanija), Vidurio
ir Ryty Europos (Lenkija, Cekija, Estija), taip pat Lietuvos. Antra, j konferencijg
atvyko ne tik istorikai, bet ir kity humanitariniy bei socialiniy mokslo Saky at-
stovai — politologai, filologai, teologai, kuriy tyrimy tematika glaudziai siejasi su
Baznycios istorijos problematika. Tretia, konferencija nesiribojo vien katalikybés
istorijos tyrimy lauku, nes praneséjai ar jy pranesimy temos aprépé ir protestantis-
kaja krikscionybés istorijos/jos tyrimy tradicijas. Pagaliau konferencijos pranesimy
tematika atspindéjo skirtingas dalykines prieigas: vieni praneséjai pristaté temas,
kuriose lygino krikscionéjimo reiskinius skirtinguose regionuose, kiti nagrinéjo lietu-
viskq tematikg is iSorés perspektyvos, treti supazindino su Siuo metu vykdomais kriks-
Cionybés istorijos tyrimy ir Saltiniy publikavimo projekrais. laigi apibendrinant
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galima teigti, kad konferencija buvo ne tik tarptautiné, bet ir multiperspektyvine,
tarpdisciplininé bei ekumeniné.

Naujame Baznycios istorijos studijy tome spausdinami konferencijoje skaityty
praneSimy pagrindu parengti straipsniai. | $i straipsniy rinkinj taip pat pateko
Piety Italijos PopiezZiskojo teologijos fakulteto profesoriaus Ugo Dovere straips-
nis, pristatantis Italijos Bagnycios istoriky asociacijos iniciatyva pries keletq mety
atvertq jdomigq Bazgnycios istorijos tyrimy perspektyvq. Tai Bagnycios finansiniy
resursy akumuliavimo mechanizmy istorinés raidos analizé, suvokiama placiame
tarpdisciplininio tyrimo uzdaviniy ir metody kontekste. Sis straipsnis gerai dera su
pagrindiniu minétos konferencijos tikslu, o jo autoriui tik dél objektyviy klinciy
nepavyko jo minciy pristatyti konferencijoje. Straipsniai publikuojami angly kal-
ba, taip irgi siekiant Lietuvoje besiformuojanti Baznycios istorijos tyrimy diskursq
iSplukdyti § platesnius tarptautinio akademinio gyvenimo vandenis. Publikacijy
uzsienio kalba reiksme akivaizdZiai patvirtina ir Siame tome spausdinama neseniai
pasirodziusios Klaipédos universiteto deéstytojo, liuterony kunigo Dariaus Petkiino
knygos recenzija.

Arinas Streilus
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At the time when in the greater part of Europe the tradition of Church history
researchlwriting developed without any major breaks, due to political circumstances
they almost did not occur in Lithuania for exactly half of the 20th century. Therefore,
it was natural that disregarding certain efforts to revive them in the past two decades,
the Church history of Lithuania remains in an early stage. Most of the attention is
devoted to the search for sources and their publication. There remains a multitude
of totally unanalyzed topics; there is an absence of more active communication with
the international community of Church historians. The integration of the history
of Lithuania’s Christianization into a broader European context could provide
a new stimulus for this direction of historiography, as well as a bolder opening
to the thematic, problematic, and methodological discourse in the research of
Church history carried out elsewhere. Based on that condition, for a long time the
idea of organizing in Vilnius an international scholarly conference on problems in
Church history was ripening. The international seminar at the Lithuanian Catholic
Academy of Science eight years ago, at which the problems of Church history in
the Baltic States in the 20th century were analyzed, strengthened the feeling of the
necessity of broader academic discussions.

In the fall of 2011 we finally succeeded in carrying out the plan to expand
the frames of dialogue with colleagues abroad from geographical and chronological
aspects. On September 22-23 the conference “Church History between Rome and
Vilnius: Challenges to Christianity from the Early Modern Ages to the 20th Century”
occurred at the Lithuanian Catholic Academy of Science. Several important premises
were a guarantee of the quality of the event. First, the conferences speakers represented
different traditions of research and perspectives of geographical looking: Western
Europe (Italy, Germany, Great Britain), Central and Eastern Europe (Poland,
Czech Republic, Estonia) as well as Lithuania. Second, not only historians but also
representatives of other branches of the humanities and social sciences — political
scientists, philologists, theologians, the themes of whose research are closely related to
the problems of Church history were present. Third, the conference was not restricted
to only the field of investigations of the history of Catholicism as the speakers or the
topics of their reports enveloped also the Protestant traditions of the historylits research
of Christianity. Finally the themes of the conferences reports reflected different
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subject approaches: some speakers presented topics which compared the phenomena
of becoming more Christian in different regions, others analyzed Lithuanian topics
from an exterior perspective, still others presented projects being carried out at this
time on the research of the history of Christianity and the publication of sources.
Thus, in general one can assert that the conference was not only international, but
also multi-perspective, interdisciplinary as well as ecumenical.

In the new volume of Church history studies, articles prepared on the basis of
the papers read at the conference are published. In this collection of articles the article
of Pontifical Theological Faculty of Southern Italy professor Ugo Dovere, presenting
the initiative of the association of Italys Church historians several years ago opening
an interesting perspective of Church history research was included. This is an analysis
of the historical development of the mechanisms of accumulating financial resources
understood in the broad context of the problems and methods of interdisciplinary
research. This article conforms well to the main goal of the mentioned conference,
while its author only due to objective impediments did not succeed in presenting
his ideas at the conference. The articles are published in English thus also secking to
launch Church history research being formed in Lithuania into the broader waters of
international academic life. The importance of publications in a foreign language is
clearly confirmed by the review of the recently published book of Klaipéda university

lecturer, Lutheran minister Darius Petkinas printed in this volume.

Ariinas Streikus



