PRATARME

Pries desimt mety — 2001-aisiais — iSspausdinti Lietuviy kataliky mokslo
akademijos metrascio XVIII ir XIX tomai buvo skirti vyskupo Motiejaus Va-
lanc¢iaus 200-yjy gimimo metiniy progai. Tada drisome teigti, kad , Lietuvos baz-
nycios istorijoje varqu ar surasime kitq ganytoja, kuris biity taip ryskiai susvites
savo ganytojisku uolumu ir jtaka visai miisy krasto ir to meto bei vélesniy laiky
visuomenés raidai”.

Prabégo desimt mety, dZiaugiamés, kad Siame Lietuviy kataliky mokslo
akademijos metrascio tome galime kiek netikétu rakursu pazvelgti j $j miisy
krasto Zmoniy ganytoja, jy formuotojg ne tik savo gyvenimo, t. y. XIX amziaus
laikmecio problemoms spresti, bet ir amzZinybés kontekste, atsakomybés Visatos Kii-
réjui Dievui kontekste. Prie dviejy publikacijy, skirty vyskupui Motiejui Valan-
¢iui — Miko Vaicekausko , NeZinomos rankrastinés Motiejaus Valanciaus giesmés
apie $ventuosius” ir Tomo Petreikio ,, Zemailiy vyskupas Motiejus Valanius —
sodininkas”, — Sliejasi Ariino Streikaus straipsnis ,, Baznycia tremtyje: vyskupas
Julijonas Steponavicius”. Abu vyskupai tremtiniai, abiejy net kaip ganytojy ga-
limybés tomis tremtimis kraStutinai apribotos, taciau dvasiné jtaka miisy krasto
Zmoniy dvasinei formacijai didZiulé, konkreti XIX ir XX amzZiy tékméje ateities
kartoms ir pastoracinés, sielovadinés teologijos refleksijai. Pas mus Lietuvoje (o ir
Vakaruose) pastoraciné teologija priimama ir vertinama daugiau kaip techniné,
metodiné teologijos mokslo disciplina. Bet iy dviejy ganytojy tremties, gyveni-
mo namy areSto sqlygomis patirtis suteikia galimybiy gilesniam pamqstymui, pa-
dedanciam jveikti siandien, bet turbiit ir visais laikais gyvq polinkj dejuoti dél
didzioms idéjoms realizuoti nepalankiy, gniuzdanciy sqlygy... Uztenka prisimin-
ti Zagarés tremtyje vyskupo Julijono Steponavitiaus kunigystés Sventimy jubi-
liejaus proga fotografiniu biidu pagamintame paveikslélyje jrasytas Sventrascio
eilutes: ,Niekuo nesigirsiu, nebent miisy Viespaties Jézaus Kristaus kryZiumi”
(Gal 6, 14) ir ,Siuo laiku kentéjimai nereik§mingi, lyginant juos su biisimaja
garbe” (Rom 8, 13). Taip $is ganytojas jZvelgé savo misijqg — 28-eriy savo izo-
liacijos mety prasmingumaq. Dvidesimt aStuoneriy ir trisdeSimt SeSeriy jo vys-
kupiskos tarnystés mety prasmingumaq. Kaip ir vyskupo Motiejaus Valanciaus
11 mety, praleisty Kaune, namy areste. Tai iskalbingas liudijimas, kad pasto-
racinés tarnystés vaisingumas néra tik aktyvios veiklos vaisius, bet ir tremtyje,
tariamame neveiklume praleisti metai... Ir tokiomis sqlygomis formuojami Zmo-
nés —vaismedziai Dievo amZinybés sodui. Sia prasme ir Tomo Petreikio straipsnis



ras simbolinj rysj su kitais dviem straipsniais apie miisy didZiuosius vyskupus
tremtinius.

Linkime mieliems skaitytojams turiningy giliaprasmiy pamastymy verciant ir
kitus sio Lietuviy kataliky mokslo akademijos metrascio tomo puslapius.

Vysk. Jonas Boruta S|
Redakcinés kolegijos pirmininkas



PREFACE

Ten years ago in 2001 the published X VIII and XIX volumes of the Lithuanian
Catholic Academy of Science Annuals were devoted to the 200" anniversary of
the birth of Bishop Motiejus Valancius. Then we dared to claim that “It is doubtful
that in the history of the Lithuanian church we would find another pastor, who
would have shined so brightly in his pastoral zeal and influence on the whole
development of our land and of society at that time and later”.

Ten years later, we rejoice that in this volume of the Lithuanian Catholic
Academy of Science Annuals we can from a somewhat unexpected perspective
look at this pastor of our country’s people, their shaper for solving problems not
only in the context of his own life, i.e. the 19" century, but also of eternity, in the
context of responsibility to the Creator of the Universe God. To the two articles,
devoted to Bishop Motiejus Valancius — “Unknown Manuscript Hymns about the
Saints by Motiejus Valancius” by Mikas Vaicekauskas and “Samogitian Bishop
Motiejus Valancius — A Gardener” by Tomas Petreikis — the article by Ariinas
Streikus “The Church in Exile: Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius” nestles up. Both
bishops were exiles, both of their possibilities even as pastors were extremely
limited by these exiles, but their influence on the spiritual formation of the people
of our country is great, concrete in the course of the 19" and 20™ centuries for
future generations and for pastoral, theological reflection. Here in Lithuania (but
also in the West) pastoral theology is accepted and evaluated more as a technical,
methodical discipline of theology. But the experience of these two pastors in exile,
under the conditions of house arrest, provides opportunities for deeper reflection,
helping to overcome today, but probably at all times the active inclination to lament
the unfavorable, suppressing conditions for realizing great ideas. It is sufficient to
remember the lines from the Bible written on the photograph little pictures issued
to commemorate the anniversary of the ordination as a priest of exiled to Zagaré
Bishop Julijonas Steponavicius: “I will not brag about anything except for the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Gal 6, 14) and , The sufferings of this time are
unimportant, comparing them to the future honor” (Rom 8, 13). This is how this
pastor perceived his mission — the significance of his 28 years of isolation. These
were twenty-eight of the thirty-six years he served as a bishop. This is like the 11
years Bishop Motiejus Valancius spent in Kaunas under house arrest. This is an
eloquent testimony that the fruitfulness of pastoral service is not only the fruit of
active work, but also the years in exile, passed in supposed inactivity... And people



are being formed in such conditions — the fruit trees for the orchid of God’s eternity.
In this sense the article of Tomas Petreikis will find a symbolic tie with the two other
articles about our great exiled bishops.

We wish our dear readers rich, meaningful reflections when turning also the
other pages of this volume of the Lithuanian Catholic Academy of Science
Annuals.

Bishop Jonas Boruta S|
Chairman of the Editorial Board



